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Gender-Based Violence (GBV)’ is any harmful act
that is perpetrated against a person’s will, and that is
based on socially ascribed (gender) differences between
males and females. It includes physical, sexual,
psychological, emotional or economic violence. Intimate

The economic toll of Gender-Based Violence

(GBV) extends well beyond individuals and families: GBV
takes a toll on the economy by undermining women's
and girls' health, impacting their employment,
engagement and productivity and hampering their

partner violence (IPV), also commonly known as participation in education and civic life. GBV also impacts

domestic violence or domestic abuse, is one of the most government spending, as it poses increased demands on

common forms of GBV. Sexual violence, exploitation, the sectors responding to incidents, holding perpetrators

abuse or harassment are also other common forms of
GBV.

to account (police and justice) as well as caring for
survivors (health and social

Nearly one in three (32%)
Namibian women have
experienced intimate
partner violence at least
OI IO once in their lifetime; and

7% have experienced
sexual violence since age
15.

services).
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Every year, the The impact of GBV in lost output (productivity)
Namibian eC(’)nomy per year, per type of violence
loses up to 0,3% of
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The high prevalence of GBV also poses increased demands on the sectors responding to
incidents, holding perpetrators to account and caring for survivors.

Costs of GBV to the Public Administration in Namibia

estimated annual cost per sector, by type of GBV (in N$)
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These demands posed by GBV incidents have an economic cost to the public administration of
up to 1.8% of Namibia’s GDP (NS 2, 6 billion) per year.



Investing to prevent: a UNFPA study in Namibia completed in 2021 found that scaling-up GBV
interventions could avert a significantly higher number of cases of Intimate Partner Violence between 2020 and
2030, resulting in 119,430 fewer women experiencing IPV in Namibia. The study analyzed different scenarios,
with the highest level of investments expected to total US$114.5 million over a 10-year period. The majority of
the investments (63%) would be headed towards economic empowerment initiatives, followed by support
programs (13%), community mobilization (10%), and counselling (7%).

, the
number of women
e 13 mIHIOﬂ in a year from 113,539
in 2020 to 127,697 in 2030, with a cumulative
3m women by 2030.

Endnotes:

1. This factsheet is based on the study “Economic Cost of GBV to the Namibian Economy” conducted by the Ministry of Gender Equality, Poverty
Eradication and Social Welfare in 2024.

2. Namibia has shown longstanding commitment to the elimination of GBV, evidenced by its adherence to international and regional frameworks,
and the enactment of a robust set of laws and policies to address gender inequalities and to prevent and respond to GBV. While the country has
made dedicated budget allocations to GBV programmes at national and regional level, the real impact of GBV in the broader economy - as well
as the costs to prevent it - were unknown before this study.


https://esaro.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/namibia_investment_report.pdf

